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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

FOA Summary Under this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA)Σ 5h9Ωǎ Office of Indian Energy is 
soliciting applications from Indian Tribes (including Alaska Native Regional Corporations 
and Village Corporations) and Tribal Energy Resource Development Organizations to: (1) 
install energy efficiency measures and clean energy systems on tribal buildings (Topic Area 
1); and to (2) deploy clean energy systems on a community-scale on Indian Lands (Topic 
Area 2) (see Section III.A for eligibility definitions). 

Total Amount to 
be Awarded 

Approximately $4 million to $6 million in Federal funds. The actual level of funding will 
depend on Congressional appropriations. DOE anticipates making approximately 6 to 10 
awards under this FOA. DOE may issue awards in one, multiple, or none of the Topic Areas. 

Average Award 
Amount 

DOE anticipates making awards that range from $50,000 to $500,000 for Topic Area 1 
(Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems on Tribal Buildings) and from 
$250,000 to $1,000,000 for Topic Area 2 (Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment). 

Types of Funding 
Agreements  

Grants 

Period of 
Performance 

DOE anticipates making awards with period of performances of approximately one (1) to 
two (2) years, but no longer than three (3) years including the 12 month verification 
period.  

Eligible 
Applicants 

Subject to the definitions and requirements in Section III.A, eligible entities include: (1) 
Indian Tribes (including Alaska Native Regional Corporations and Village Corporations) or 
(2) Tribal Energy Resource Development Organizations. Applications from a consortium of 
Indian Tribes (Tribal Consortium) will be accepted but must be submitted by a single Indian 
Tribe acting as the Applicant representing the Consortium. Applications may also be 
submitted on behalf of an Indian Tribe(s) by an authorized Tribal Organization or Inter-
tribal Organization, provided evidence of that authority is supplied as part of the 
application. See Section III.A for eligibility requirements and definitions. DOE will not make 
eligibility determinations for potential Applicants prior to the date on which applications 
to this FOA must be submitted. The decision of whether to submit an application in 
response to this FOA lies solely with the Applicant. 

Cost Share 
Requirement 

A 50% cost share of the total allowable costs of the project (i.e., the sum of the DOE share, 
and the Recipient share of allowable costs equals the total allowable cost of the project) is 
required. 

Means of 
Submission 

Applications must be submitted through EERE Exchange at https://eere-
Exchange.energy.govΣ 5h9Ωǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ application portal. DOE will not review or consider 
aǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ǎŜǊǎΩ DǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ !ǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Department of Energy DOE Funding Opportunity Announcements is found at https://eere-
Exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx. 

Submission of 
Multiple 
Applications 

Applicants may submit more than one application to this FOA or more than one application 
for a particular Topic Area, provided each application is for a distinctively different project 
and addresses only one Topic Area. Each application must have a distinct title, unique 
Control Number as assigned by EERE Exchange during the registration process, and be 
readily distinguishable.   

Application 
Forms 

Required forms and templates for applications are available on EERE Exchange at 
https://eere-Exchange.energy.gov. 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
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DEPLOYMENT OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CLEAN ENERGY ON 

INDIAN LANDS ς 2017 
 

I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION 

A. DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND 

The Department of EnergyΩǎ (DOEΩǎύ Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs (Office of 
Indian Energy) is charged by Congress under the Indian Tribal Energy Development and Self 
Determination Act of 2005 (Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005), Title V, § 502, codified at 42 
USC § 7144e and 25 USC § 3501 et seq.) Σ ǘƻ άǇǊovide, direct, foster, coordinate, and implement 
energy planning, education, management, conservation, and delivery programs that ς 

(1) Promote Indian tribal energy development, efficiency, and use;  
(2) Reduce and stabilize energy costs;  
(3) Enhance and strengthen Indian tribal energy and economic infrastructure relating to 

natural resource development and electrification; and  
(4) Bring electric power and service to Indian land and homes for tribal members located on 

Indian lands or acquired, constructed, or improved (in whole or in part) with Federal 
funds.έ 42 USC § 7144e(b)  

  
For more information on the Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs, see its website. 
 
This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) builds on efforts by 5h9Ωǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable EnergyΩǎ (EEREΩǎ) Tribal Energy Program, and the authorities granted 
the Office of Indian Energy under EPAct 2005, to accelerate deployment of renewable energy 
and energy efficiency technology on Indian Lands. Between 2002 and 2016, DOE invested 
nearly $66.5 million in more than 200 tribal energy projects implemented across the contiguous 
48 states and in Alaska, through funding provided by EEREΩǎ Tribal Energy Program ŀƴŘ 5h9Ωǎ 
Office of Indian Energy. The projects, valued at approximately $126 million, are leveraged by 
nearly $60 million in Recipient cost share. See the Office of Indian Energy website for a map and 
summaries of these competitively funded projects.  
  
Through this FOA, the Office of Indian Energy will continue its efforts to maximize the 
development and deployment of energy solutions for the benefit of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives and help build the knowledge, skills, and resources needed to implement those 
energy solutions. In support of these objectives, the Office of Indian Energy is soliciting 
applications to install energy efficiency measures and deploy clean energy systems on Indian 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
http://energy.gov/
http://energy.gov/indianenergy/office-indian-energy-policy-and-programs
http://energy.gov/indianenergy/office-indian-energy-policy-and-programs
http://energy.gov/indianenergy/maps/tribal-energy-projects-map
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Lands. Through grants, DOE intends to provide financial support under the provisions of the 
Title V of the Energy Policy Act (EPAct) of 2005. 
 
Specifically, the Office of Indian Energy is soliciting applications from Indian Tribes including 
Alaska Native Regional Corporations and Village Corporations όƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άLƴŘƛŀƴ 
¢ǊƛōŜέ) and Tribal Energy Resource Development Organizations to: 

 
(1) Install energy efficiency measures and clean energy systems on tribal buildings (Topic 

Area 1) through: 
a. Deep energy retrofits (Topic Area 1.a.), or 
b. Energy efficiency measures and clean energy systems (Topic Area 1.b.), 

and/or,  
(2) Deploy clean energy systems on a community-scale (Topic Area 2).  

 
See definitions below and in Appendix A.  
 
Projects selected under this FOA are intended to reduce energy costs and increase energy 
security for Indian Tribes and tribal members. The potential energy savings or clean energy 
generation, level of commitment, and capabilities of the Applicant and project participants to 
accomplish the project objectives will be major factors in selecting projects for funding. 
Applications should also demonstrate the potential for economic and environmental benefits to 
the Indian Tribe and tribal community. The Indian Tribe or Tribal Energy Resource Development 
Organization must demonstrate the organizational and technical readiness and commitment to 
install energy efficiency measures or deploy clean energy systems. 
 
Pursuant to its authorizing statute, the Office of Indian Energy will only consider applications 
from (1) Indian Tribes or (2) Tribal Energy Resource Development Organizations on whose (3) 
Indian Lands the project(s) will be located (see Section III, Eligibility Information, and Appendix 
A for further definition). Applications from a consortium of Indian Tribes (Tribal Consortium) 
will be accepted but must be submitted by a single Indian Tribe acting as the Applicant and 
representing the Consortium. Applications may also be submitted on behalf of an Indian 
Tribe(s) by an authorized Tribal Organization or Inter-Tribal Organization, provided evidence of 
that authority is provided as part of the application (see Section III.A. and Appendix A, for the 
definitions of Tribal Organization or Inter-Tribal Organization).  
 
An executed Tribal Council Resolution from each participating Indian Tribe, a declaration (or 
resolution) from each Alaska Native Regional Corporation, Village Corporation, or Tribal Energy 
Resource Development Organization signed by an authorized representative, and a letter of 
commitment from all other project participants are required as a part of the application. If an 
Indian Tribe provides a commitment in a format other than a Tribal Council Resolution, 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
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evidence of the statutory or other legal authority authorizing that form of commitment in lieu 
of a Tribal Council Resolution must accompany that commitment. The evidence must prove that 
the commitment submitted carries the same level of Tribal leadership commitment as a Tribal 
Council Resolution. 
 
If an Application is being submitted on behalf of an Indian Tribe(s) by an authorized Tribal 
Organization or Inter-tribal Organization, evidence of that authority is required as part of the 
Application, along with a declaration (or resolution) from the Tribal Organization or Inter-tribal 
Organization, and a letter of commitment from all other project participants. Evidence of the 
authority to submit an application on behalf of an Indian Tribe(s) may include, but is not limited 
to, a constitution, resolution, ordinance, executive order, charter, P.L. 93-638 contract, self-
governance compact, or other legal documentation (see full definitions under Section III.A., 
Eligible Applicants). 
 
All Tribal Council Resolutions, resolutions, declarations, and letters of commitment must be 
specific to this Funding Opportunity Announcement and must include cost sharing 
commitments (see Statements of Commitment and Cost Sharing File under Part IV.C., Content 
and Form of Application). 
 
A 50% cost share of the total allowable costs of the project (i.e., the sum of the DOE share, 
and the Recipient share of allowable costs equals the total allowable cost of the project) is 
required under this Funding Opportunity Announcement. All cost share must come from non-
Federal sources unless otherwise allowed by law (see Section III.B for instances where 
Federal funds are permissible by statute, for use as cost share). Cost share may include cash or 
in-kind contributions (e.g., contribution of time, unrecovered indirect costs, unrecovered 
facilities and administrative costs, rental value of buildings or equipment, and the value of a 
service, other resource, or third party in-kind contribution) made during the period of 
performance of the grant. See Appendix B for more information on cost share. 
 
Applicants may submit more than one application to this FOA or more than one application for 
a particular Topic Area, provided each application is for a distinctively different project and 
addresses only one Topic Area. Each application must have a distinct title, unique Control 
Number as assigned by EERE Exchange during the registration process, and be readily 
distinguishable. All applications must designate the specific Topic Area under which that 
application is being submitted on the Summary/Abstract, Summary Slide and on the cover of 
the Narrative file (see Section IV.C., Content and Form of Application). 
 
Selected Applicants will be required to document progress in quarterly reports and the project 
results in a comprehensive final report, as well as present at an annual Program Review to be 
held each Fall in Denver, Colorado. For planning purposes, Applicants should plan to attend and 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
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present grant activities each year during the period of performance of the grant, beginning in 
2017. Travel costs for this annual review (one-week in duration plus travel days) must be 
included for each year of the grant in the proposed budget. 
 
 

B. TOPIC AREAS/TECHNICAL AREAS OF INTEREST 

The FOA is soliciting applications under the following two Topic Areas: 
 

(1) Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems on Tribal Buildings (Topic Area 1)  
 

a. Deep Energy Retrofits (Topic Area 1.a.) 
b. Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems (Topic Area 1.b.) 

 
(2) Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment (Topic Area 2)  

 

Topic Area 1: Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems on Tribal 
Buildings 

 
Under Topic Area 1, DOE is soliciting applications for the deployment of the following energy 
efficiency measures and clean energy systems on tribal buildings:   
 

(a) Deep energy retrofits (Topic Area 1.a.), or  
 
(b) Energy efficiency measures and clean energy systems (Topic Area 1.b). 

 
For purposes of this announcement, tribal buildings may include a ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭƭȅ-
owned or controlled ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎόǎύέ ƭƻŎated on Indian Lands.  
 
All proposed installations must be for either: 

(1)  Existing ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭƭȅ-ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎόǎύέΤ ƻǊ  
όнύ ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭƭȅ-ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎόǎύέ that are currently being constructed or 

planned to be constructed during the proposed grant period.  
 

Costs associated with the construction of a building or buildings or structures such as carports 
(unless integral to the clean energy system being proposed) will not be considered by DOE for 
reimbursement or as cost share; only the incremental costs associated with the installation of 
clean energy systems or energy efficiency measures will be considered allocable to the 
proposed DOE funded project.  
 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
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ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭƭȅ-owned or controlled building(s),έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Σ ƛǎ a building or buildings 
where the eligible entity has the authority to retrofit the building and where the building is 
either owned by the eligible entity or tribal members, or the eligible entity has a long-term 
lease (at least 20 years). Buildings may include, but are not limited to, tribal member homes, 
schools, community buildings, clinics, tribal government buildings, utility facilities (such as 
water/waste water systems), tribal casinos, or tribal businesses.  
 

(a) Deep Energy Retrofits (Topic Area 1.a.) 
 
! άŘŜŜǇ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǘǊƻŦƛǘέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻǇƛŎ !ǊŜŀ мΦa. is a whole-building approach 
involving a comprehensive renovation or remodeling strategy that combines multiple 
energy efficiency measures (EEMs), so that significant energy savings are achieved, and the 
comfort, durability, health, and indoor air quality of the building or buildings is improved.  
 
Only projects proposing multiple EEMs will be considered; if an application proposes only a 
single EEM under Topic Area 1.a., the application will be deemed nonresponsive and will 
not be reviewed or considered.  
 
ά9ƴŜǊƎȅ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ό99aǎύ,έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Σ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
of (1) building efficiency or (2) industrial process efficiencies.  
 

(1) Building efficiencies may include, but are not limited to, building envelope 
improvements (improvements to walls, roofs, foundation slab, ceiling, windows, 
doors, insulation), the installation of energy efficient equipment, high-efficiency 
lighting, efficient appliances, air sealing, moisture management, controlled 
ventilation, high R-value (high thermal resistance) insulation, high efficiency 
windows, efficient heating systems (furnaces, boilers, passive solar), efficient cooling 
systems (air conditioners, evaporative coolers), ground source heat pumps, energy 
saving building electrical equipment, and efficient mechanical systems and heat 
recovery ventilation units.  

(2) Industrial process efficiencies may include, but are not limited to, insulating piping, 
tank walls and roofs, the installation of higher efficiency equipment (e.g., heat 
exchangers, compressors, blowers, pumps, and fans), minimizing air leaks, 
optimizing air systems through the use of variable speed drives, and adding or 
optimizing controls.  

 
For purposes of this announcement, άenergy efficiencyέ is not ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ άenergy 
conservationέ, which is not eligible under this FOA.  SpecificallyΣ έenergy cƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŦƻǊ 
purposes of this FOA, means decreasing energy consumption by using less of an energy 
service or going without an energy service to save energy. Energy conservation typically 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov


 
 [7] 

 

 

 

Questions about this FOA? Email tribal@ee.doe.gov.  
Problems with EERE Exchange? Email EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov. 

Include FOA name and number in subject line. 

 

involves a behavioral change and may include meters or other indicators to induce that 
behavioral change. If άenergy conservationέ is proposed in response to Topic Area 1.a, the 
application will be deemed nonresponsive and will not be reviewed or considered. 
 
To be eligible, deep energy retrofits must: 
 

(1) Be based on a prior energy audit(s) or industrial energy assessment(s) and those 
energy audits or industrial energy assessments must be provided as part of the 
application; 

(2) Use commercially-proven warrantied technology (see the definition of 
άŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ-ǇǊƻǾŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άǿŀǊǊŀƴǘƛŜŘέ under Appendix A); and 

(3) Demonstrate the potential of at least a 15% reduction in the total  of all energy and 
fuel sources used (total of all energy and fuel sources combined, including but not 
limited to, electricity, propane, heating oil, diesel oil, natural gas, or any other 
energy or fuel used) in Tribally-owned or controlled building(s).  

 
Under Topic Area 1.a., either a single Tribally-owned or controlled building or multiple 
Tribally-owned or controlled buildings may be proposed, but a minimum of a 15% reduction 
in the total of all energy and fuel sources used must be demonstrated for either a single 
¢ǊƛōŀƭƭȅπƻǿƴŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ or the cumulative reduction in multiple Tribally-owned or 
controlled buildings. 
 
NOTE: Only EEMs will be considered under Topic Area 1.a. However, clean energy systems 
(renewable energy systems or combined heat and power systems) may be proposed along 
with EEMs under Topic Area 1.b., and those clean energy systems must then meet the 
requirements specified under that section. Applications proposing a combination of EEMs 
and clean energy systems will only be accepted under Topic Area 1.b.; applications 
proposing such a combination under any other Topic Area will be deemed nonresponsive 
and will not be reviewed or considered. 
 
The percentage of energy saved will be independently verified; therefore, the methodology 
described in Appendix C must be used. A Microsoft Excel template (Energy Saving 
Calculations File template) has been provided in EERE Exchange for calculating the amount 
of energy saved. The use of the Energy Savings Calculations File template is not required, 
however, the data included within the Energy Savings Calculations File template are 
required. Appendix C includes instructions on how to calculate the percentage of the total 
of all energy saved under this Topic Area, the conversion factors that must be used, and 
various examples.  
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For existing Tribally-owned or controlled building(s), the requirement for a 15% reduction in 
the total  of all energy and fuel sources used in a building(s) must be based on the actual 
annual consumption of all energy and fuel sources used during a prior consecutive 12 
month period as evidenced by utility bills (e.g., summary of electric utility consumption and 
costs as provided by the local utility (preferable), electric utility invoices or bills, fuel 
purchase invoices, or other comparable documentation for all energy and fuel sources used 
in the building or buildings). Provide annual energy consumption and cost data as an 
attachment under the Energy Use Data File (see Section IV.C.7.). 
 
For Tribally-owned or controlled building(s) that are currently being constructed or planned 
to be constructed during the grant period, the requirement for a 15% reduction in the total 
of all energy and fuel sources used in a building(s)  must be based on the projected annual 
energy and fuel use and those projections supplied as part of the application. Only the 
incremental costs associated with the installation of the energy efficiency measures will be 
considered, not the cost of the building. 
 
The 15% reduction in the total of all energy and fuel sources used in a building(s) must 
occur during the period of performance of the grant. Verification of the actual annual 
reduction (amount, cost, and percentage) in the total of all energy used in a building(s) will 
be required for a minimum of 12 months after installation of the deep energy retrofits, and 
a description of those verification methods must be included as part of the Technical 
Volume (see Section IV.C., Content and Form of the Application). 

 
(b) Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems (Topic Area 1.b) 

 
Under Topic Area 1.b., a clean energy system(s) can be proposed in addition to a single or 
multiple EEMs (see definition above or under Appendix A).  
 
To be eligible, the combination of a single or multiple EEMs and clean energy system(s) 
must: 
 

(1) Use commercially-proven warrantied technology (see the definition of 
άŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ-ǇǊƻǾŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άǿŀǊǊŀƴǘƛŜŘέ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ !ύΤ and 

(2) Demonstrate the potential of at least a 20% reduction in the total  of all energy and 
fuel sources used (total of all energy and fuel sources combined, including but not 
limited to, electricity, propane, heating oil, diesel oil, natural gas, or any other 
energy or fuel used ) in Tribally-owned or controlled building(s).  

 
       Additionally: 
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(3)  The energy efficiency measures must be based on a prior energy audit(s) or 
industrial energy assessment(s) and those energy audits or industrial energy 
assessments must be provided as part of the application; and 

 
(4)  The clean energy system must not only contribute toward meeting a 20% reduction 

in the total of all energy and fuel sources used in Tribally-owned or controlled 
building(s) , but must also be a minimum of 10 kW rated capacity (or Btu equivalent 
of 34,121 Btu/hr for heating and cooling). 

 
Under Topic Area 1.b, either a single EEM or multiple EEMs may be proposed and either a 
single Tribally-owned or controlled building or multiple Tribally-owned or controlled 
buildings may be proposed, but a minimum of a 20% reduction in the total of all energy and 
fuel sources used, must be demonstrated for either ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ¢ǊƛōŀƭƭȅπƻǿƴŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ or the 
cumulative reduction in multiple Tribally-owned or controlled buildings. 
 
CƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅέ ƛǎ not ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Φ  {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ έŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŦƻǊ 
purposes of this FOA, means decreasing energy consumption by using less of an energy 
service or going without an energy service to save energy. Energy conservation typically 
involves a behavioral change and may include meters or other indicators to induce that 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ LŦ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ¢ƻǇƛŎ !ǊŜŀ мΦb., the 
application will be deemed nonresponsive and will not be reviewed or considered. 
 
The minimum system size (10 kW rated capacity or equivalent) may be for either a single 
individual clean energy system or the aggregate of multiple clean energy systems. However, 
for each building affected, both an energy efficiency measure(s) and a clean energy 
system(s) must be proposed.    
 
ά/ƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch! ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
combined heat and power systems (see definitions below or under Appendix A). 
 
άwŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ,έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊΥ όмύ 
electric power generation; and/or (2) heating or cooling systems. Renewable energy 
systems also include renewable energy fueled combined heat and power systems (see 
below).  
 

(1) Renewable energy systems for electric power generation include, but are not limited 
to, photovoltaic (solar electric), biomass (including waste to energy), wind power, 
hydropower (diversion, run-of-river, small impoundment and incremental), or other 
renewable energy hybrid systems for electricity power generation. Note that for 
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purposes of this FOA, ground source heat pumps are considered an energy efficiency 
measure. 

(2) Heating or cooling systems include, but are not limited to, the use of biomass for 
high efficiency combustion systems (i.e., stoves and boilers), active solar thermal 
systems for space or water heating, wind energy for heating, direct-use 
hydrothermal (geothermal) resources for water and space heating, or other 
renewable energy hybrid systems for heating and/or cooling.  

 
ά/ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ,έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴouncement, include, but are 
not limited to, integrated systems that simultaneously generate heat and power using 
energy efficient turbines, reciprocating engines, micro-turbines, fuel cells, and waste heat 
recovery systems (capturing heat discarded by an existing process and using that heat 
directly or to generate power). Eligible combined heat and power systems may only be 
fueled by either: (1) renewable energy resources, or (2) natural gas. Combined heat and 
power systems not fueled by either renewable energy resources or natural gas will not be 
considered.  
 
NOTE: Clean energy systems will only be considered under Topic Area 1.b. and Topic Area 
2. Projects proposing clean energy systems under Topic Area 1.a. will be deemed non-
responsive and will not be reviewed or considered. Applications proposing a combination 
of EEMs and clean energy systems will only be accepted under Topic Area 1.b. 
Applications proposing such a combination under any other Topic Area will be deemed 
nonresponsive and will not be reviewed or considered. 
 
The percentage of energy saved will be independently verified; therefore, the methodology 
described in Appendix C must be used. A Microsoft Excel template (Energy Saving 
Calculations File template) has been provided in EERE Exchange for calculating the amount 
of energy saved. The use of the Energy Savings Calculations File template is not required, 
however, the data included within the Energy Savings Calculations File template are 
required. Appendix C includes instructions on how to calculate the percentage of the total 
of all energy saved under this Topic Area, the conversion factors that must be used, and 
various examples.  
 
For existing Tribally-owned or controlled building(s), the requirement for a 20% reduction in 
the total  of all energy and fuel sources used in a building(s) must be based on the actual 
annual consumption of all energy and fuel sources used during the prior consecutive 12 
month period as evidenced by utility bills (e.g., summary of electric utility consumption and 
costs as provided by the local utility (preferable), electric utility invoices or bills, fuel 
purchase invoices, or other comparable documentation for all energy and fuel source used 
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in the building or buildings). Provide annual energy consumption and cost data as an 
attachment under the Energy Use Data File (see Section IV.C.7.). 
 
For Tribally-owned or controlled building(s) that are currently being constructed or planned 
to be constructed during the grant period, the requirement for a 20% reduction in the total 
of all energy used in a building(s) must be based on the projected annual energy and fuel 
use and those projections supplied as part of the application. Only the incremental costs 
associated with the installation of the energy efficiency measure(s) and clean energy 
system(s) will be considered, not the cost of the building. 
 
The 20% reduction in the total of all energy and fuel sources used in a building(s) must 
occur during the period of performance of the grant. For combined heat and power systems 
proposed under Topic Area 1.b., the total of all fuel used at the central station power plant 
and both the thermal and electrical inputs and outputs of the system must be included in 
the calculation of the reduction in the total energy use (see Appendix C).  
 
Verification of the actual annual reduction (amount, cost, and percentage) in the total of all 
energy and fuel used in a building(s) will be required for a minimum of 12 months after 
installation of the energy efficiency measure(s) and clean energy system(s), and a 
description of those verification methods must be included as part of the Technical Volume 
(see Section IV.C., Content and Form of the Application). 

 

Topic Area 2: Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment 
 

Under Topic Area 2, DOE is seeking applications for the deployment of community-scale clean 
energy systems (renewable energy power systems or combined heat and power systems) on 
Indian lands to provide electricity and/or heating or cooling to many buildings or to an entire 
tribal community.  
 
FoǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Σ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ǎŎŀƭŜέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
the total buildings within a community (no less than three buildings) and/or providing a 
substantial percentage of the total community energy load (minimum of 250 kW or Btu 
equivalent)Φ CƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Σ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ άŀƳǇƭŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘέΦ 
See Appendix A for definition of community. 
 
Any single clean energy system or the total of multiple systems proposed under this Topic Area 
must: 
 

(1) Be a minimum of 250 kW rated capacity (or for heating or cooling the Btu equivalent of 
170,607 Btu/hr); and 
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(2) Affect a substantial number of buildings within a tribal community (no less than three 
buildings); and 

(3) Use commercially-proven warrantied technology (see thŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ-
ǇǊƻǾŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άǿŀǊǊŀƴǘƛŜŘέ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ !ύ.  
 

Note that as part of the Technical Volume, an explanation and rationale as to how the proposed 
project meets the community-ǎŎŀƭŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭέ 
element, will be required (see Section IV.C.4). 
 
{ŜŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέΣ άǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŀƴŘ άŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ !Φ 
 
NOTE: As there is no requirement under Topic Area 2 that the proposed system(s) meet a 
percentage of energy use, energy savings calculations as addressed under Appendix C do not 
apply to Topic Area 2. Therefore, the Energy Savings Calculations File is not required.  
 
Applications under Topic Area 2 must demonstrate the availability of the resource (renewable 
or natural gas), and applications proposing geothermal or biomass systems must also 
demonstrate the sustainability of the resource. The minimum system size (250 kW rated 
capacity or equivalent) may be for either a single individual clean energy system or the 
aggregate of multiple clean energy systems.  
 
All proposed projects (or facilities on which systems are proposed) must be on Indian lands, 
must ōŜ άƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ must benefit the eligible entity (Indian 
Tribe or Tribal Energy Resource Development Organization) and the tribal community; 
however, the substantial number of buildings within a tribal community (no less than 3) where 
the energy or heat is to be used, do not necessarily neeŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
eligible entity. See Appendix A for definitions. 
 
Verification of the actual annual electric power generated and/or heating or cooling provided 
(amount) will be required for a minimum of 12 months after installation of the clean energy 
system(s), and a description of those verification methods must be included as part of the 
Technical Volume (see Section IV.C., Content and Form of the Application). 
 

C. APPLICATIONS SPECIFICALLY NOT OF INTEREST 

The following types of applications will be deemed nonresponsive and will not be reviewed or 
considered (See Section III.D of the FOA):  
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¶ Applications that fall outside the technical parameters specified in Section I.B of the 
FOA. 
 

¶ Applications proposing the evaluation of product marketing opportunities, assessment 
of manufacturing opportunities, research, product development, or the construction of 
manufacturing facilities or buildings.  
 

¶ Any application where the Applicant has already taken irreversible actions regarding the 
proposed DOE funded project, where the proposed DOE funded project consists of only 
the installation of clean energy system(s) and/or the installation and energy efficiency 
measures, but not the construction of a building(s) or structure(s) such as a carport. 
Irreversible actions relative to the proposed DOE funded project only (and not the 
Tribally-owned or controlled building or structure which is being constructed or planned 
to be constructed during the project period, if proposed) may include, but are not 
limited to, site clearing, ground breaking, equipment or system purchase or installation, 
building renovation, and building retrofits.  
 

¶ Applications proposing the construction of a building(s) or structure(s) such as carports. 
Only the incremental costs associated with the installation of clean energy system(s) or 
energy efficiency measures will be considered allocable to the proposed DOE funded 
project and not the cost of constructing the building(s) or structure(s), unless those 
structures are integral to the clean energy system(s).  
 

¶ Applications proposing έŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ where έŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŦƻǊ 
purposes of this FOA, means decreasing energy consumption by using less of an energy 
service or going without an energy service to save energy. Energy conservation typically 
involves a behavioral change and may include meters or other indicators to induce that 
behavioral change.  
 

¶ Applications proposing combined heat and power systems not fueled by either 
renewable energy resources or natural gas. 
 

¶ Applications for commercial or utility-scale projects intended solely for profit through 
the export of electricity off Indian Lands for commercial sale. 
 

¶ Applications proposing the use of materials, supplies, or equipment which are not 
commercially-proven and warrantied. 
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¶ Applications proposing studies or development (pre-construction) activities or any other 
activity which does not result in the generation of electricity and/or heating or cooling, 
or a reduction in energy use.  

 

D. AUTHORIZING STATUTES 

The programmatic authorizing statute is the Indian Tribal Energy Development and Self 

Determination Act of 2005 (Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct 2005), Title V, § 502, codified at 42 

USC § 7144e and 25 USC § 3501 et seq.). 

Awards made under this announcement will fall under the purview of 2 CFR Part 200 as 

amended by 2 CFR Part 910. 

 
 

II. AWARD INFORMATION 

A. AWARD OVERVIEW 

1. ESTIMATED FUNDING  

DOE expects to make approximately $4 million to $6 million of Federal funding available for 
new awards under this FOA, subject to the availability of appropriated funds. The actual level of 
funding, if any, depends on Congressional appropriations. DOE anticipates making 
approximately 6 to 10 awards under this FOA. DOE may issue awards in one, multiple, or none 
of the following topic areas. 
 
Under Topic Area 1, Install Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems on Tribal 
Buildings, DOE anticipates making three to five awards, with DOE funding per individual award 
varying from no less than $50,000 and a maximum of $500,000. 
 
Under Topic Area 2, Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment, DOE anticipates making three 
to five awards, with DOE funding per individual award varying from no less than $250,000 to a 
maximum of $1 million. 
 

2. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE 

DOE anticipates making awards with period of performances of approximately one (1) to two 
(2) years, but no longer than three (3) years including the 12 month verification period. 
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For Topic Area 1 (Install Energy Efficiency Measures and Clean Energy Systems on Tribal 
Buildings), the period of performance of the grant must include the time (minimum of 12 
months) to verify the annual reduction (amount, cost, and percentage) in the total  of all energy 
and fuel used. 
 
For Topic Area 2 (Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment), the period of performance of 
the grant must include a minimum of 12 months after installation of the clean energy system(s) 
to verify the actual annual electric power generation and/or heating or cooling (amount). 
 

3. NEW APPLICATIONS ONLY 

DOE will accept only new applications under this FOA. DOE will not consider applications for 
renewals or continuations of existing DOE-funded awards through this FOA. 
 

B. DOE FUNDING AGREEMENTS 

Through grants, DOE provides financial and other support to projects that have the potential to 
realize the FOA objectives. DOE does not use such agreements to acquire property or services 
for the direct benefit or use of the United States Government. 
 
As specified under Title V of EPAct 2005, DOE anticipates awarding grants under this FOA. 
  
 

III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

A. ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 

Only the following types of Applicants are eligible to apply to this FOA. Applicants that do not 
meet the requirements of this subsection will be deemed ineligible and their applications will 
not be reviewed or considered.  
 
In accordance with EPAct 2005 authorities and consistent with 2 CFR 910.126(b), eligibility for 
award under this Funding Opportunity Announcement is restricted to: (1) an Indian Tribe; or (2) 
Tribal Energy Resource Development Organization; and on whose (3) Indian Lands the 
project(s) will be located. More specifically, 

 
1) άLƴŘƛŀƴ ¢ǊƛōŜΣέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ FOA, means any Indian tribe, band, nation or other 

organized group or community (see below for further definition), including any Alaska 
Native village, Alaska Native Regional Corporation, or Village Corporation as defined in 
or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688) [43 
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U.S.C. §§ 1601 et seq.], that is recognized as eligible for the special programs and 
services provided by the United States to Indians because of their status as Indians. 
 
For purposes of this FOAΣ ŀƴ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ άLƴŘƛŀƴ TǊƛōŜέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ƭŀǎƪŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ 
not Alaska Native Regional Corporations or Village Corporations), must be federally 
recognized as listed in Indian Entities Recognized and Eligible to Receive Services from 
the United States Bureau of Indian AffairsΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in the Federal Register on May 4, 2016, 81 FR 26827. 

 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ch!Σ ά!ƭŀǎƪŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thirteen Alaska Native Regional Corporations, as defined in and established pursuant to 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. §§ 1602(g)). 
 
άAlaska Native Village Corporationsέ ƻǊ ά±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ, for purposes of this FOA, 
are as defined in or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act  (43 
U.S.C. §§ 1602(J)). 
 
ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳέ όǇƭǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛŀύΣ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ FOA, means a group of Indian 
Tribes (as defined above), that have chosen to submit a single application. Under this 
announcement, a Tribal Consortium is eligible to submit an application provided the 
application is submitted by a single Indian Tribe representing the Consortium. 
 
Applications may also be submitted on behalf of an Indian Tribe(s) by an authorized 
άTribal Organizationέ or άInter-Tribal Organizationέ, provided evidence of that authority 
is provided as part of the application (see below or Appendix A for the definitions of 
Tribal Organization or Inter-Tribal Organization). 
 

a) ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ 
established organization of an Indian Tribe, which is controlled, sanctioned, or 
ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ¢ǊƛōŜΦ ! ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΣ ŀ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŀǊȅΣ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ 
instrumentality of an Indian Tribe, established under Congressional, State or 
Tribal law to act on behalf of an Indian Tribe. Applications may be submitted by 
ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
submit an application, relative to the proposed project, is supplied as part of the 
application. Evidence may include, but is not limited to, a constitution, 
resolution, ordinance, executive order, charter or other legal documentation. 
DOE will determine the sufficiency of the authorization based on the evidence 
submitted as part of the application. DOE will not make sufficiency 
determinations prior to an application being submitted. 
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b) άLƴǘŜǊ-¢Ǌƛōŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅ 
organization comprised of two or more Indian Tribes, established under 
Congressional, State, or Tribal law to act on behalf of the participating Indian 
¢ǊƛōŜǎΦ άLƴǘŜǊ-¢Ǌƛōŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΣ ƛƴǘŜǊ-
tribal councils, regional tribal organizations or associations, Alaska regional 
development organizations, and tribal federations. Applications may be 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ άLƴǘŜǊ-¢Ǌƛōŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
authority to submit an application, relative to the proposed project, is supplied 
as part of the application. Evidence may include, but is not limited to, a 
resolution, ordinance, executive order, charter, P.L. 93-638 contract, self-
governance compact, or other legal documentation. DOE will determine the 
sufficiency of the authorization based on the evidence submitted as part of the 
application. DOE will not make sufficiency determinations prior to an 
application being submitted. 

 
2) ά¢Ǌƛōŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ,έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ FOA, means an 
άƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ is an Indian Tribe (see 
άLƴŘƛŀƴ ¢ǊƛōŜέ ŀōƻǾŜύ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
Tribes participating in the organization to apply for a grant or loan, or other assistance 
ǳƴŘŜǊ нр ¦Φ{Φ/Φ Ϡ орлоΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ άƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ a partnership, joint venture, 
Limited Liability Company (LLC) or other unincorporated association or entity that is 
established to develop Indian energy resourcesΦέ  
 

3) άLƴŘƛŀƴ [ŀƴŘǎ,έ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎΥ  
(a) any land located wƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ όǎŜŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ 

below), pueblo, or rancheria; 

(b) any land not located within boundaries of an Indian reservation, pueblo, or 
rancheria, the title to which is held ς  

(i) in trust by the United States for the benefit of an Indian Tribe or an individual 
Indian; 

(ii) by an Indian Tribe or an individual Indian, subject to restriction against alienation 
under laws of the United States; or 

(iii) by a dependent Indian community; and 

(c) land that is owned by an Indian Tribe and was conveyed by the United States to a 
Native Corporation pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. § 
1601 et seq.), or that was conveyed by the United States to a Native Corporation in 
exchange for such land;  
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(d) lands held in fee simple (purchased or owned); 

(e) lands under a long-term Federal land lease (at least 20 years); and 

(f)  land that was conveyed to a Native Corporation pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. § 1601 et seq.) and subsequently conveyed to 
another entity, provided that entity is either a Native village or Tribal governmental 
entity or the land is held, invested, managed for and on behalf of a Native village or 
Tribal governmental entity. 

 
For purposes of this Announcement and as defined under Part 503 of EPAct 2005, the 
ǘŜǊƳ άLƴŘƛŀƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ 
States as of the date of enactment of Title V of EPAct 2005; a public domain Indian 
allotment; and a dependent Indian community located within the borders of the United 
States, regardless of whether the community is on original or acquired territory of the 
community; or within or outside the boundaries of any State or States. 

 

B. COST SHARING 

Under this Funding Opportunity Announcement, required cost share must be at least 50% of 
the total allowable costs of the project (i.e., the sum of the Government share, and the 
Recipient share of allowable costs equals the total allowable cost of the project). All cost share 
must come from non-Federal sources, unless otherwise allowed by law (see note below and 
Appendix B). See 2 CFR 200.306 and 2 CFR 910.130 for the applicable cost sharing 
requirements. Failure to meet the requirements of this subsection may result in your 
application not being reviewed or considered. 
 
Except for pre-award costs with prior DOE approval, only cost share contributions made 
during the period of performance of the grant, if awarded, can be considered. Costs incurred 
prior to award selection cannot be considered as cost share or for reimbursement by DOE.  
 
Costs associated with the construction of a building(s) or structure(s) such as carports (unless 
integral to the clean energy system being proposed) will not be considered by DOE for 
reimbursement or as cost share; only the incremental costs associated with the installation of 
energy efficiency measures or clean energy systems will be considered allocable to the 
proposed DOE funded project.  
 
If the funds being proposed as non-Federal cost share against this announcement are from a 
Federal source, allowed to by law, the Applicant must specifically identify those funds and 
provide that authority as part of the application. The following are some instances where 
Federal funds are permissible for use as cost share. 
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To assist Applicants in calculating proper cost share amounts, DOE has included a cost share 
information sheet and sample cost share calculation as Appendix B to this Funding Opportunity 
Announcement. 
 
NOTE:  Per the Indian Self-Determination Act (Public Law 93-638) as codified and amended, 

funding under the Indian Self-Determination Act may be used as non-Federal cost 
share by Indian Tribes on Federal grants.  

 
 For Tribal self-governance funding agreements, see 25 U.S.C. § пруŎŎόƧύΣ CǳƴŘǎΣ ά!ƭƭ 

funds provided under funding agreements entered into pursuant to this subchapter, 
and all funds provided under contracts or grants made pursuant to this subchapter, 
shall be treated as non-Federal funds for purposes of meeting matching requirements 
under any other FedŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿΦέ  

 
 For self-determination contract funding, see 25 U.S.C § 450h(c), Use as matching 

ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ !Ŏǘ 
notwithstanding, any funds made available to a tribal organization under grants 
pursuant to this section may be used as matching shares for any other Federal grant 
programs which contribute to the purposes for which grants under this section are 
ƳŀŘŜΦέ  

 
For compact funding, see 25 U.S.C. § 450j-1(j), "Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, a tribal organization may use funds provided under a self-determination 
contract to meet matching or cost participation requirements under other Federal and 
non-CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦέ 
 
Per the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA) of 
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101, et seq.) and its implementing regulation (24 CFR §1000.122): 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ b!I!{5! ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎΦέ 

 
1. LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Although the cost share requirement applies to the project as a whole, including work 
performed by members of the project team other than the Recipient, the Recipient is legally 
responsible for paying the entire Ŏƻǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
in the Assistance agreement as a static amount in U.S. dollars (cost share amount) and as a 
percentage of the Total Project Cost (cost share percentage). If the funding agreement is 
terminated prior to the end of the project period, the Recipient is required to contribute at 
least the cost share percentage of total expenditures incurred through the date of 
termination. 
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The Recipient is solely responsible for managing cost share contributions by the Project Team 
and enforcing cost share obligation assumed by Project Team members in subawards or related 
agreements. 
 

2. COST SHARE ALLOCATION 

Each Project Team is free to determine how best to allocate the cost share requirement among 
the team members. The amount contributed by individual Project Team members may vary, as 
long as the cost share requirement for the project as a whole is met. 
 

3. COST SHARE TYPES AND ALLOWABILITY 

Every cost share contribution must be allowable under the applicable Federal cost principles, as 
described in Section IV.I.1 of the FOA. In addition, cost share must be verifiable upon 
submission of the application. 
 
Project Teams may provide cost share in the form of cash or in-kind contributions. Cash 
contributions may be provided by the Recipient or Subrecipients. Allowable in-kind 
contributions include, but are not limited to: personnel costs, indirect costs, facilities and 
administrative costs, rental value of buildings or equipment, and the value of a service, other 
resource, or third party in-kind contributions. 
 
Project teams may use funding or property received from state or local governments to meet 
the cost share requirement, so long as the funding was not provided to the state or local 
government by the Federal Government.  
 
The Recipient may not use the following sources to meet its cost share obligations including, 
but not limited to: 
 

¶ Revenues or royalties from the prospective operation of an activity beyond the project 
period; 

 

¶ Proceeds from the prospective sale of an asset of an activity; 
 

¶ Federal funding or property (e.g., Federal grants, equipment owned by the Federal 
Government);  
 

¶ Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) or other green attribute monetization funds; 
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¶ Any form of cost sharing received after the DOE grant period or those received prior to 
being selected for award under this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA);  
 

¶ Independent research and development (IR&D) funds to meet their cost share 
obligations; 
 

¶ The same cash or in-kind contributions to meet cost share requirements for more than 
one project or program; or 

 

¶ Expenditures that were reimbursed under a separate Federal Technology Office. 
 
Cost share contributions must ōŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ 
records, and necessary and reasonable for proper and efficient accomplishment of the project. 
As all sources of cost share are considered part of total project cost, the cost share dollars will 
be scrutinized under the same Federal regulations as Federal dollars to the project. Every cost 
share contribution must be reviewed and approved in advance by the Contracting Officer and 
incorporated into the project budget before the expenditures are incurred. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to refer to Appendix B and 2 CFR 200.306 as amended by 2 CFR 
910.130 and 10 CFR 603.525-555, for additional guidance on cost sharing. 
 

4. COST SHARE CONTRIBUTIONS BY FFRDCS AND GOGOS 

Because Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) and Government-
owned and Government-operated (GOGOs) laboratories are funded by the Federal 
Government, costs incurred by FFRDCs and GOGOs generally may not be used to meet the cost 
share requirement. FFRDCs may contribute cost share only if the contributions are paid directly 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ CŜŜ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻƴ-Federal source. 
 

5. COST SHARE VERIFICATION 

Applicants are required to provide written assurance (See Statement of Commitment and Cost 
Sharing File under Section IV.C.) of their proposed cost share contributions in their applications. 
 
Upon selection for award negotiations, Applicants may be required to provide additional 
information and documentation regarding their cost share contributions. Please refer to 
Appendix B of the FOA for guidance on the requisite cost share information and 
documentation. 
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6. COST SHARE PAYMENT 

All proposed cost share contributions must be reviewed in advance by the Contracting Officer 
and incorporated into the project budget before the expenditures are incurred. 
 
DOE requires Recipients to contribute the cost share amount incrementally over the life of 
the award. Specifically, ǘƘŜ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ōƛƭƭing period must always reflect the 
overall cost share ratio negotiated by the parties (i.e., the total amount of cost sharing on each 
invoice when considered cumulatively with previous invoices must reflect, at a minimum, the 
cost sharing percentage negotiated).  
 
In limited circumstances, and ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ DOE Contracting 
Officer may approve a request by the Recipient to meet its cost share requirements on a less 
frequent basis, such as by budget period or grant period. Regardless of the interval requested, 
the Recipient must be up-to-date on cost share at each interval. Such requests must be sent by 
email to the Contracting Officer during award negotiations and include the following 
information: (1) a detailed justification for the request; (2) a proposed schedule of payments, 
including amounts and dates; (3) a written commitment to meet that schedule; and (4) such 
evidence as necessary to demonstrate that the Recipient has complied with its cost share 
obligations to date. The Contracting Officer must approve all such requests before they may go 
into effect. 
 

C. COMPLIANCE CRITERIA 

To be considered for substantive evaluation, an Applicant submission must meet the 
compliance criteria set forth below. Applications must meet all compliance criteria listed 
below or they will be considered noncompliant. DOE will not review or consider 
noncompliant submissions, including applications: submitted through means other than EERE 
Exchange; submitted after the applicable deadline; and/or submitted incomplete. DOE will not 
extend the submission deadline for Applicants that fail to submit required information due to 
server/connection congestion. 
 
Applications are deemed compliant if: 
 

¶ The application complies with the content and form requirements in Section IV.C of the 
FOA; 
 
and 

 

¶ The Applicant successfully uploaded all required documents ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ 
button in EERE Exchange by the deadline stated in the FOA. 
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D. RESPONSIVENESS CRITERIA 

DOE performs an initial eligibility review and aƴȅ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ bƻǘ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣέ ŀǎ 
described in Section I.C of the FOA, will be deemed nonresponsive and not reviewed or 
considered. 
 

E. LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS ELIGIBLE FOR REVIEW 

Applicants may submit more than one application to this FOA or under a Topic Area, provided 
each application is for a distinctively different project and addresses only one Topic Area. Each 
application must have a distinct title, unique Control Number as assigned by EERE Exchange 
during the registration process, and be readily distinguishable. 
 

F. QUESTIONS REGARDING ELIGIBILITY 

DOE will not make eligibility determinations for potential Applicants prior to the date on 
which applications to this FOA must be submitted. The decision of whether to submit an 
application in response to this FOA lies solely with the Applicant. 
 
 

IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

A. APPLICATION PROCESS 

DOE will perform an initial eligibility review of the Applicant submissions to determine whether 
they meet the eligibility requirements of Section III.C of the FOA. DOE will not review or 
consider noncompliant and/or nonresponsive or otherwise ineligible submissions (see Section 
III.D).  
 
All submissions must conform to the following form and content requirements, including 
maximum page lengths, described below and must be submitted via EERE Exchange at 
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/, unless specifically stated otherwise.  
 
DOE will not review or consider submissions submitted through means other than EERE 
Exchange, submissions submitted after the applicable deadline, and incomplete submissions. 
DOE will not extend deadlines for Applicants who fail to submit required information and 
documents due to server/connection congestion.  
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A control number will be issued when an Applicant begins the Exchange application process. 
This control number must be included with all application documents, as described below. 
 
The application must conform to the following requirements: 
 

¶ Each file must be submitted in Adobe PDF format, unless stated otherwise. 
 

¶ Each must be written in English. 
 

¶ All pages must be formatted to fit on 8.5 x 11 inch paper with margins not less than one 
inch on every side. Use Arial typeface, a black font color, and a font size of 11 point or 
larger (except in figures or tables, which may be 10 point font). A symbol font may be 
used to insert Greek letters or special characters, but the font size requirement still 
applies. References must be included as footnotes or endnotes in a font size of 10 or 
larger. Footnotes and endnotes are counted toward the maximum page requirement. 

 

¶ The Control Number must be prominently displayed on the upper right corner of the 
header of every page. Page numbers must be included in the footer of every page. 

 

¶ Each file must not exceed the specified maximum page limit, including cover page, 
charts, graphs, maps, and photographs when printed using the formatting requirements 
set forth above and single spaced. If applications exceed the maximum page lengths 
indicated below, DOE will only review the authorized number of pages and disregard 
any additional pages. 

 
Applicants are responsible for meeting the submission deadline. Applicants are strongly 
encouraged to submit their applications at least 48 hours in advance of the submission 
deadline. Under normal conditions (i.e., at least 48 hours in advance of the submission 
deadline), Applicants should allow at least 1 hour to submit an application. Once the application 
is submitted in EERE Exchange, Applicants may revise or update their application until the 
expiration of the applicable deadline. DOE urges Applicants to carefully review their 
applications and to allow sufficient time for the submission of required information and 
documents.  
 
All applications that pass eligibility and compliance reviews will undergo comprehensive 
technical merit review according to the criteria identified in Section V.A.2 of the FOA. 
 

mailto:tribal@ee.doe.gov
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov













































































































































































